
10th February 2023

Dear families,

This week has been a challenging one, and we know that for some of our families it has
been particularly difficult due to the impact of events in the recent area. We hope that in the
coming days, the unexploded ordinance will be safely disposed of and people can return
home.

School has continued as normal and there has been so much learning taking place in the
classrooms.

I hope that over half term you continue to read daily to and with your children. This is such
an important part of their learning journey! The key to children being successful readers in
practice and we need your help with this at home!

Classroom Updates:

Early Years and Key Stage One - Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2

The theme in Nursery this week has been Valentine’s Day. There have been lots of creative
activities for children to try such as making heart-shaped sun-catchers, symmetrical
paintings and Valentine’s Day cards. In their Maths learning this week, children in Reception
have been focusing on different types of patterns. They have explored repeated patterns and
investigated making patterns around the edges of different shapes. See if children can spot
any patterns in their home or outside in the natural environment!

Year 1 have been writing all about their trip last week. They have used photographs from the
day to recall the different activities they participated in and have enjoyed discussing their
favourite parts! Year 2 have worked incredibly hard writing their final drafts of their retells of
The Velveteen Rabbit. They have included so much detail about the story and should feel
very proud of their work!



Just a reminder that our reading challenge for Reception and KS1
continues after half term. Every time children read at home on ten
separate occasions, they will earn a sticker to show they are getting
closer to the top of the beanstalk. They are in with a chance of winning
either a £5, £10 or £15 ASDA voucher if they manage to read enough
to reach the top of the beanstalk so please continue to read lots over
half term! Please remind children to bring their reading records in and
give them to their teacher every day so that they can be rewarded for
all of their reading.

Key Stage Two - Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6

It is amazing that it is the end of the half-term already! All of the children in Key Stage Two
have been working so hard on a variety of different subjects.

In Year 3, the children have been writing descriptions of some of the characters from the
novel ‘Charlotte’s Web’. They have been thinking about both the appearance and personality
of the characters and have used some fantastic adjectives in their work.

Children in Year 4 this week visited Norwich Castle and attended workshops based on their
history lessons. They learned all about life in Roman times. The children were brilliant and a
credit to the school.

Year 5 have tried really hard on their assessments this week. They have shown real
resilience and have not given up, even when things have been tough. We will use these
assessments to inform teaching next half term.

All of the children in Year 6 will be bringing home a ‘5 in 5’ homework challenge, which is
printed on paper (not the online classroom). Please encourage your child to complete their
challenge and return it by the first Wednesday back to earn extra house points and prizes!

Goodbye to Mrs Yaxley

As the half term ends we say goodbye to Mrs Yaxley. Mrs Yaxley has worked at GYPA for
almost 7 years and has been our Safeguarding Lead for more than 2 years. We wish her
well in her new job. We are currently recruiting a new Safeguarding
Lead however in the meantime Mrs Agger will be covering the role.

Introducing Mrs Agger

I have worked at GYPA for over 7 years and many of you already
know me. Please don't hesitate to come and speak to me about any
of the things you would have spoken to Mrs Yaxley about.



Shrove Tuesday - change to menu

Other Important Dates and Links:

Monday 13th February -
Friday 17th February

Half Term Week
Norwich Science Festival takes place on the half term week - 11-18th
February 2023Here is a link for fun activities that you can do with your
family and enjoy science
https://norwichsciencefestival.co.uk/

Wednesday 22nd February Year 3 to start swimming lessons - every Wednesday

Wednesday 1st March National Secondary School Offer Day

Thursday 2nd March World Book Day - Dress up as your favourite book character!

Friday 10th March Mad Science Hair Day. Come to school with the craziest hair you can
create! Money raised will contribute to the mobile planetarium coming to
school!

10th - 19th March British Science Week

Monday 17th April National Primary School Offer Day

https://norwichsciencefestival.co.uk/


Community information

Have a lovely half term break and we will look forward to seeing children on Monday 20th
February 2023.

Yours sincerely,
Mrs Guy
Principal


