Summer Term 2021

School Newsletter
Principal’s News
I have seen children really enjoying this term. Now we are back and remote learning is a thing of the past.
It has been delightful to see the joy in the school and the love of learning. This is the final term for Year 6
and their summer will be filled with joy as we take them on several trips and give them some amazing
experiences as a celebration of their time at GYPA.
The content of this newsletter highlights just a small selection of the great activities that have been taking
place across the school.
I have been working with other principals and headteachers across Great Yarmouth and this is a letter that
we authored together. I wanted to share this with you so you can see the positive and optimistic vision for
schools in Great Yarmouth from school leaders across the town.
Children are the heart of our communities. This is a letter to them.
Our school is ‘home’, a safe place to start your journey of a lifetime.
A place where you will be respected and know your opinion counts; a place to make mistakes and learn to
take responsibility for your actions.
You are part of our community of independent thinkers and learners confident in the knowledge that
anything is possible.
As you make your journey you will be nurtured with a sense of humility and recognise that you have control
over your destiny.
Never alone, nourished by the people around you and have the will to contribute and make a difference.
Along the way you will be guided and directed; make choices; have adventures; learn about where you fit
into the wonderful world we live in through learning powerful knowledge.
Fall in love with nature and the wonders of science.
Create music and art to delight wider audiences.
Take pride in staying fit and healthy, relishing physical and sporting accomplishments.
Overcome barriers by seeing them for what they are and taking pleasure in achievement.
You are your own driver, the navigator to your destination, you will be challenged to achieve more than you
ever thought possible.

I hope you can see that this vision is at the heart of our actions at GYPA. I thank you all for your support
this term and wish you all a lovely break. We can’t wait to see you back soon.

Diary Dates
Friday 28th May 2021
Monday 7th June 2021
Friday 16th July 2021
Monday 6th September 2021

Last day of school – half term break
Back to school
Last day of school – summer break
Back to school

Nursery
We have been learning about life cycles in the
nursery, the children explored “The Very Hungry
Caterpillar” story using a tuff tray with props to
retell the story and to sequence it. We also looked
closely at the life cycles of frogs, learning about the
changes that occur. The children all used their fine
motor skills to collect the frogs in our activity.
The children love learning new things!
From Miss Collins and Miss Pearson

Reception

It has been a very busy and fun filled term in
Reception! In maths we have been working on our
subtraction and addition and even making our own
pictograms. In topic we have been travelling round the
world learning about different traditions and animals
that we may find. This has included watching our
caterpillars grow into beautiful butterflies then releasing
them onto the playground and learning about traditional
music in Africa – even having a go playing the African
drums!
It has been great to have the children back for a full
half term and we hope you all enjoy your break.
From Mrs House, Miss Lawn and Miss Jeffery

Year 1
We have had a busy half term in Year 1. In English we have been
focusing on The Tale of Peter Rabbit by Beatrix Potter. We have
written Peter a letter to tell him to not go into Mr McGregor's garden
by using features such as plurals and exclamation marks! We have been
retelling the story lots in order to help us to write the tale too.
In maths we have been learning about place value and have used dienes
to help us partition into tens and ones. We have also been measuring
weight and height and have been practicing our ruler skills by using
centimetres.
We have covered lots of new topics in the wider curriculum. In
science we have been learning all about living organisms and their
features. We decided to grow our own vegetables to find out why plants
are living organisms. We will be measuring and looking at their
progress over the coming weeks. In history we have been learning about
Parliament and prime ministers. In geography we have been looking at
hot and cold places and using the world maps to find the equator, poles
and hemispheres. In RE we have been looking at the religion of Islam
and their celebrations. In our music Monday's we have been learning
about different brass and percussion instruments and how they can
change the feel of the music.
From Mrs Kelly, Mr Wyer and Miss Bradford

In Year 2 this term we have been having lots of fun with
fractions in our maths lessons. The children have been
finding fractions of shape and fractions of numbers. We are
now moving on to money; we will be recognising coins and
notes and adding amounts of money.
In our English lessons we have been focusing on the story of
Theseus and the Minotaur. The children are very excited to
find out if Theseus manages to survive the labyrinth and if
he keeps the promise he has made to Ariadne. The children
have enjoyed writing character descriptions; ask them about
the Minotaur, we have some terrifying descriptions of him!
In history we have been learning about significant people.
The children were eager to learn about Christopher
Columbus and how he accidentally discovered 'The
Americas'. We are now learning about Neil Armstrong and
his amazing adventure to the moon.
From Miss Willis and Miss Sagon

Year 2

Year 3

Year 3 have been learning about coasts in geography.
They have looked at the impact of the sea and how it
can change our coastline. In history, pupils have
studied Alexander the Great. Pupils can explain how
Alexander defeated many countries and how this
impacted on his army. Pupils have learnt about
different types of energy in science, including light
energy, thermal energy and kinetic energy.
In maths pupils have been looking at fractions of
shapes and of quantities. In English, Year 3 have
studied The Chronicles of Narnia. They have written
character descriptions, settings and written recounts
from character viewpoints.
From Mrs Boutssaroute and Miss Huxtable

Year 4
Over the past few weeks within music lessons,
Year 4 have learnt lots of exciting new
concepts. Not only have they learnt about tones
and semitones but they have also learnt about
quavers and semiquavers! The pupils of Year 4
have relished studying 'Fur Elise' composed by the
one and only- Ludwig Van Beethoven. The
children have loved learning about his life and how
despite suffering with hearing problems, he
composed some of the most beautiful music ever
written! Well done Year 4!
In maths we have been learning about fractions
where children have been very engaged with
creating a fraction wall. Also, in science they have
conducted experiments about shadows and
collecting space dust from other objects in space.
This enables children to develop their critical
thinking and consolidate their knowledge. The
children have worked very hard and we are very
proud of them!
From Miss Huggins and Mrs Remedio

Year 5

In English Year 5 have been exploring poetry and figurative devices
such as personification and metaphors. We have written some great
metaphor poems about ourselves and animals. The class have loved
our history topic on the Normans and learning about William the
Conquerer and The Battle of Hastings.
In maths we have been working incredibly hard over the last few
weeks. We have learnt how to compare, add and subtract fractions and
how to multiply and divide denominators and numerators to find
equivalent fractions and common denominators.
We are so impressed with everyone’s hard work, determination and
perseverance!
From Miss Lloyd and Miss Watkins

Year 6
In science, Year 6 have been learning about the human body. We have learned
about the nervous system, the musculoskeletal system and most recently, the
digestive system! Miss Sayer led a practical experiment to demonstrate how the
different parts of the digestive system work. We crushed digestive biscuits, baked
beans and sausages with a potato masher to show how our teeth chew food. From
here, the chewed up food travelled down the oesophagus (which was actually a
pair of tights) and into the stomach where enzymes and acid (washing up liquid)
were added to break down the food even more. I think we can all agree that it was
great fun but also very disgusting!
From Miss Milton, Miss Walls, Mrs Haste and Miss Sayer

