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9th February 2023 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Thank you to those parents who contacted us yesterday with concerns about the ongoing 
situation around the unexploded bomb in Great Yarmouth.  
 
Firstly, I want to apologise that there was no correspondence sooner and that children have 
been given different information regarding the plans for whole school evacuation should it 
need to happen. As you can imagine this is a rare event and staff have done their best to 
prepare children. This has been done with good intentions but I appreciate this is worrying.  
 
We have provided answers to questions raised and hope this offers some reassurance as to 
the plans we have as a school, for an emergency requiring the school to evacuate: 
 
Questions 
 
If the bomb does explode is it likely to impact the school? 
 
We are outside of the current safety zone and have no reason to believe this will change. 
This is determined by the Police and Local Authority.  
 
The bomb is also unlikely to simply explode. If it does it will be part of the controlled 
removal.  
 
Safety zones have been put in place to ensure in this situation the public would be 
protected.  
 
What if the evacuation zone changes during the day? 
 
As a school we have a plan for evacuation in an emergency citation which is as follows: 
 
If time allows: 

1. We will give all parents a timeframe in which they can collect children.  
2. Any children who are unable to be collected will be walked to Great Yarmouth 

Charter Academy where they will be given a safe space, food and drink. 
3. Parents can collect children once they have arrived at Great Yarmouth Charter 

Academy 
4. Once any risk subsides, children would be returned to Great Yarmouth Primary 

Academy.  

 



If time is limited: 
1. All children will be moved to Great Yarmouth Charter Academy.  
2. Parents will be contacted and informed of this as well as informed that children have 

arrived safely.  
3. Parents can collect children once they have arrived at Great Yarmouth Charter 

Academy 
4. Once any risk subsides, children would be returned to Great Yarmouth Primary 

Academy.  
 

How will you know when to evacuate the school? 
 
We will be informed by the Police and Local Authority directly. It is not a decision made by us 
as a school.  
 
How will you keep my child safe when walking to Great Yarmouth Charter Academy? 
 
Our children will walk in a line with staff supporting them. We would use all staff within 
school and have additional support from other schools in our trust who are local to us.  
 
The emergency services would also be involved in such a situation.  
 
What if my child cannot walk that far? 
 
Great Yarmouth Charter Academy is 1.9 miles away from the school. For the majority of 
children this should be walkable.  
 
For some children and staff, the distance is too far, or they may struggle due to specific 
needs. For these children support would be provided.  
 
Do I need to give permission for my child to be evacuated? 
 
In an emergency, we would want to keep you informed. 
 
Our first priority will always be the safety of the children and staff and so in any situation we 
are guided by the emergency services and local authority. If we could not inform you 
immediately we would do so at the earliest opportunity.  
 
We have a legal duty of care to the children and so this is the only situation where we would 
not gain permission first. This is because evacuation would be an emergency and led by the 
emergency services.  
 
All schools have similar plans for a range of emergencies. This is part of our legal 
requirements. 
 
How is this plan made/decided upon? 
 
All schools have a range of plans they can call upon in an emergency. School evacuation is 
a very rare occurrence. 
 
Our plans are overseen by the wider Inspiration Trust, our Academy committee and are in 
line with the Department for Education Guidance.  
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How do staff know what to do? 
 
Staff are well trained in managing the children. They have also been briefed in emergency 
plans.   
 
We have whole school routines which will support children in moving safely to another 
location.  
 
I am really worried, what should I do? 
 
Please try not to worry.  
 
There is no reason to believe the school is in any way at risk as we are not within the 
exclusion zone. It is very unlikely we will need to do anything other than continue as normal 
over the coming days.  
 
Please remember this is exceptionally rare and most schools never have to communicate 
or use the plans, but it is important we have them.  
 
If you are worried please speak to us on the gates or call the school.  
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Mrs Guy  
Principal 
 


